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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1.20 YES 

Claims NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-20 N0 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1_20 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

List of documents: Documents 1-6 were cited in the ISR and documents 7 and 8 are newly cited 
documents. 

Document 1: JP, 2002-261310, A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 13 September, 2002, 
piaims 1-9, Par. Nos. [0056]-[0080] (Family: none) 

Document 2: JP, 2002-241733, A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 28 August, 2002, 
Claims 1-9, Par. Nos. [0026]-[0051] (Family: none) 

Document 3: EP, 1 134759, A2 (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 19 September, 2002, 

Claims 1-17, Par. Nos. [0016]-[0063] & JP, 2001-266962, A 

Document 4: EP, 1075005, A2 (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 07 February, 2001, 

Claims 1-22, Par. Nos. [0015]-[0066] & JP, 2001-256828, A & US, 6376765, Bl 

Document 5: EP, 1089305, A2 (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 04 April, 2001, 

Claims 1-18, Par. Nos. [0016]-[0074] & JP, 2001-167630, A 

Document 6: JP, 2000-228234, A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 15 August, 2000, 

Claims 1-11, Par. Nos. [0081]-[0107] (Family: none) 

Document 7: JP, 2002-246624, A (Sharp Corporation), 30 August, 2002, Par. No. [0026] (Family: 
none) 

Document 8: JP, 2002-75480, A (Sharp Corporation), 15 March, 2002, Par. No. [0033], 
& US, 2001/27806, Al 

Explanation: 

The subject matter of claims 1-19 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on the 
descriptions of documents 1-6. All of documents 1-6 describe, with respect to a dye-sensitized solar 
cell, using a room-temperature molten salt as an electrolyte while using a polymeric material having a 
cross-linking structure as an electrolyte material, using a compound having an amino group as a 
functional group and an isocyanate group as a cross-linking agent, and using a type of room- 
temperature molten salt, iodine or iodide ion. Using, in particular, a compoundhaving an amino group 
and a compound having an isocyanate group to obtain a cross-linking of compound and using it for an 
electrolyte material, and appropriately setting the cross-linking conditions, etc., at the time of 
performance based on these descriptions would not be difficult for a party skilled in the art 
(furthermore, please note that a cross-linking agent is also a "compound" and the material constituting 
an electrolyte can be considered electrolyte material). 

The subject matter of claim 20 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on the 
descriptions of documents 1-6 and documents 7 and 8. As can be seen in the descriptions of 
documents 7 and 8, it is well-known that establishing the specific surface area of a porous 
semiconductor layer within the range stipulated in claim 20 is desirable. 



Form PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL P 



Y REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



ial application No. 
CT/JP03/12115 



Box No. VI Certain documents cited 



1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 



Application No. 
Patent No. 



JP 2002-298935 A 

[E,X] 
JP 2003-17148 A 

[E,X] 



Publication date 
(day/montii/year) 



[11.10.2002] 
[17.01.2003] 



Filing date 
(day/montli/year) 



[30.03.2001] 



[04.07.2001] 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/montli/year) 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 

Date of written disclosure 

Kind of non-written disclosure Date of non-written disclosure referring to non-written disclosure 

(day/month/year) (day/month/year) 
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